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125.

126.

127.

128.

129

130.

131.

132.

133.

The Designated Competent Authority may issue a Certificate of Origin retrospectively 
only after verifying that the information supplied in the Exporter’s application is 
consistent with that in the corresponding file. 

A Certificate of Origin issued retrospectively must be endorsed with the following 
phrase: “ISSUED RETROSPECTIVELY”.

The endorsement referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article shall be inserted in Box 3 of 
the Certificate of Origin. 

3.7.  Issuance of a Duplicate Certificate of Origin (Article 25) 

In the event of theft, loss or destruction of a Certificate of Origin, the Exporter may apply 
to the Designated Competent Authority which issued the Certificate of Origin for a 
duplicate made out on the basis of the export documents in their possession. 

The duplicate issued in this way must be endorsed with the following word: 
“DUPLICATE”

The endorsement referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article shall be inserted in Box 3 of 
the duplicate Certificate of Origin. 

The duplicate, which must bear the date of issue of the original Certificate of Origin, 
shall take effect as from that date.  

3.8.  Issuance of a Replacement Certificate of Origin (Article 26) 
When originating Goods are placed under the control of a Customs Authority in one of 
the State Parties it may be possible to replace the Certificate of Origin by one or several 
certificate of movement of Goods in order to allow for the said Goods or part thereof 
to be sent elsewhere in the other State Parties. A replacement Certificate of Origin shall 
consequently be delivered to the Customs Authority under whose control the Goods 
were placed.
   3.9.  Supporting documents (Article 22 of Annex 2)
The documents, referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 21 of this Annex, to be submitted to 
the Designated Competent Authority of the exporting State Party may include 
documents relating to the following:

production processes carried out on the originating Product or on Materials used 
in the production of that Product;

purchase, cost, value of and payment for the Product; 

origin, purchase, cost, value of and payment for all Materials, including neutral 
elements, used in the production of the Product;

i.

ii.

iii.



134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

shipment of the Product; and 

any other documents that the Designated Competent 
Authority may consider necessary.

iv.

v.

originating products sent as small packages from private persons in a State Party 
to private persons in another State Party or forming part of traveller’s personal 
luggage; and 

imports which are occasional and consist of originating products for the personal 
use of the recipient or travellers or their families shall not be considered as 
commercial imports by way of trade. 

i.

ii.

Exemption from proof of origin (Article 28 of Annex 2)
The following Goods shall be admitted as originating products without requiring 
submission of a proof of origin: 

The total value of the products referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, shall not exceed 
five hundred United State Dollars (USD500) in the case of small packages or one 
thousand two hundred United State Dollars (USD1,200) in the case of products forming 
part of traveller’s personal luggage as the case may be. 

3.11. Transitional provision for Goods in Transit or Storage Origin 
declaration (Article 24 of Annex 2)
Goods which comply with the provisions of this Annex and which, on the date of entry 
into force of the Agreement, are either in transit or temporary storage under customs 
warehouses or free zones of one of the State Parties, may be eligible for the provisions 
of this Annex subject to submission, within six (6) months of the said date, to the 
Customs Authorities of the importing State Party, of a Certificate of Origin issued 
retrospectively by the Designated Competent Authority of the exporting State Party 
together with documents showing that the Goods have been transported directly in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 30 of this Annex.   

3.12.  Importation instalments (Article 27 of Annex 2)  
Where, at the request of the importer and on the conditions laid down by the Customs 
Authorities or Designated Competent Authorities of the importing State Party, 
dismantled or non-assembled products within the meaning of General Interpretative 
Rules of the Harmonized System are imported by instalments, a single proof of origin 
for such products shall be submitted to the Customs Authorities or Designated 
Competent Authority upon importation of the first instalment.  

3.13.  Fairs or exhibitions (Article 29 of Annex 2)
Originating products sent for a fair or exhibition in a State Party and sold, at the end of 
the fair or exhibition, for the purpose of importation into one of the State Parties shall, at
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139.

140

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

the time of importation, benefit from the provisions of this Annex, provided that there is 
satisfactory proof to the Customs Authorities that: 

Proof of origin must be issued or made out in accordance with the provision of Party III 
of this Annex and submitted under normal conditions to the Customs Authorities of the 
importing State Party. The name and address of the fair or exhibition must be 
indicated. If necessary, additional documentary evidence of the conditions under 
which they had been exhibited may be required. 

Paragraph 1 of this Article shall apply to all exhibitions, fairs or similar public events of a 
commercial, industrial, agricultural or handcraft nature, other than those organised for 
private purposes in commercial premises or shops, and for the purpose of selling 
foreign products, during which the products remain under customs control. 

3.14. Information and procedure for cumulation purposes  
(Article 31 of Annex 2)
For purposes of paragraph 2 of Article 8 of this Annex, the proof of origin of the Materials 
coming from a State Party shall be given by a Certificate of Origin or an Origin 
Declaration in the form of Appendix I or II of this Annex.  

For purposes of paragraph 3 of Article 8 of this Annex, the evidence of the working or 
processing shall be given by the supplier or Producer’s declaration, in the State Party in 
which the Materials are exported in the form set out in Appendix III of this Annex. 

A Certificate of Origin issued pursuant to Article 8 of this Annex shall be endorsed with 
the word “CUMULATION”.

The endorsement referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article shall be inserted in Box 3 of 
the Certificate of Origin. 

In addition to the supporting documents referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article, the 
bill of lading, together with the catch certificates shall accompany the Certificate of 
Origin. 

an Exporter has shipped the products from the State Party to another State Party 
of the fair or exhibition and has exhibited same therein;

the products have been sold or otherwise disposed of by that Exporter to a 
person in the State Party;

the products have been consigned during the fair or exhibition or immediately 
thereafter in the State Party in which they were sent for fairs and exhibitions; and 

that from the time they were shipped for fairs or exhibitions, the products were 
not used for purposes other than display at that fair or exhibition.   

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.
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147.

148.

149.

150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

3.15.    Preservation of records (Article 32 of Annex 2)    
An exporter who has applied for the issuance of Certificate of Origin shall keep a copy 
of the application, as well as the supporting documents referred to in Article 22 of this 
Annex, for at least (5) years after the completion of the application. 

An importer that has been granted preferential tariff treatment shall keep 
documentation relating to the importation of the Product, including a copy of the 
Certificate of Origin, for at least five (5) years after the date on which preferential 
treatment was granted.

A State Party may deny preferential tariff treatment to a Product that is the subject of 
an origin verification when the importer, Exporter, or Producer of the Product of the 
Product that is required to maintain records or documentation under this Article: 

The Designated Competent Authority of the exporting State Party issuing a Certificate 
of Origin shall keep for at least five (5) years the copy of the issued Certificate. 

The Designated Competent Authority of the importing State Party shall keep for at least 
five (5) years the Certificate of Origin submitted to them. 

316.  Discrepancies and Formal Errors (Article 33 of Annex 2)
The discovery of slight discrepancies between the statements made in the Certificate 
of Origin and those made in the documents submitted to the Customs Authorities or 
Designated Competent Authority for the purpose of carrying out the formalities for 
importing the products shall not, because of that fact, render the Certificate of Origin 
null and void if it is established that the Certificate of Origin corresponds to the 
products submitted. 

Obvious formal errors such as typing errors on a Certificate of Origin shall not cause 
the Certificate of Origin to be rejected if the errors do not create doubts concerning the 
correctness of the statements made in the document. 

317.  Completion of the AfCFTA Certificate of Origin: Appendix I of Annex 2 on 
Rules of Origin 

The Exporter must enter on the form of the Certificate of Origin all information required 
in Boxes 1 to 14 of the form, except Box 3 which, together with Box 15, are reserved for 
official use.

This form may be filled by any process provided that the entries are indelible and 
legible. Neither erasures nor super-impositions are allowed on the form, and any 
alterations  must be made by striking out the erroneous entries and thereafter making

fails to maintain records or documentation relevant to determining the origin of 
the Product in accordance with the requirements of this Annex; or

denies access to those records or documentation. 

i.

ii.
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155.

156.

157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

163.

164.

or inserting any required additions. Any such alterations must be initialled by the 
person who completed the form and endorsed an official of the Designated 
Competent Authority in the exporting State Party. 

Any unused spaces on the form should be crossed out in such a manner as to prevent 
any subsequent addition.

The Certificate of Origin must be completed as follows:

Box 1  
The Exporter must be a natural or legal person ordinarily resident in a State Party or a 
person whose place of business is in a State Party.  

In addition, the Exporter’s registration number should be inserted, where applicable.  

Box 2  
Insert the name and office address of the consignee in the State Party of destination.  

Box 3  
To be completed by the issuing authority inserting one or more of the following 
endorsements where necessary:

Box 4  
Insert particulars of transport details for the vehicle, train, ship, aircraft or other vessel 
used in removing Goods from the last port in the exporting State Party.  

Box 5  
Enter identifying marks and numbers on the packages against each Good being 
exported. 

If the packages are not marked, state “No Marks and Numbers” or “As Addressed”.  

For Goods in bulk that are not packed, insert “In Bulk”. 
 

“Duplicate” (where application is made for a Duplicate AfCFTA Certificate of 
Origin) 

“Issued Retrospectively” (where the Goods have been exported before 
application is made for a certificate and application is made for the 
retrospective issue thereof) 

“Replacement” where application is made for a Replacement AfCFTA Certificate 
of  Origin)

“Cumulation”  

a.

b.

c.

d.
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166.

167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.

The quantity stated must agree with the quantities on the invoice. 
Where both originating and non-originating Goods are packed together, describe only 
the originating Goods and add at the end “Part Contents Only”.

Box 6 
Insert serial numbers of invoices, their dates, values and Incoterms, issued for the 
Goods. 

Box 7  
State the number of the type of packaging containing the Goods. 

Box 8 
The Goods must be identified by giving a reasonably full commercial description in 
order for the appropriate HS Code to be determined.  

Box 9 
Insert the gross weight of the Goods that should correspond with the transporters’ 
documents. 

Box 10 
State an additional statistical measure as may be applicable under the chosen HS 
Code.

Box 11 
Enter the six-digit HS Code in respect of each line of Goods described in Box 8. 

Box 12 
Insert the appropriate Origin Criteria Code applicable to the Goods being exported. 
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Origin Criteria Code Origin Criteria Description 

WP

SV  

SM 

SX 

ST

SP 

SC 

   

Wholly obtained (Article 5)

Substantial transformation – Value Added Content 
(Article 6.1(a)) 

Substantial transformation – Material Content
(Article 6.1(b)) 

Substantial transformation – Change of Tariff Heading 
(Article 6.1(c)) 

[Substantial transformation – Change of Tariff 
Sub-Heading]

Substantial transformation – Process Rule (Article 6.1(d)) 

Substantial transformation –Cumulation; and state the 
States Parties with which Cumulation was used.  
(Article 8) 

 



The AfCFTA Certificate of Origin shall be rendered invalid if:  a.

b. 

c.

d.
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174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

Box 13 

The Exporter, or the authorized representative, must complete all details required for a 

complete declaration of the correctness of the application for a Certificate of Origin. 

The signature must not be mechanically reproduced or made with a rubber stamp but 

can be electronically inserted or replaced with an electronic identifying code in 

accordance with the national laws of each State Party.  

Box 14  

This must be filled by the Designated Competent Authority in the State Party of export.  

An officer of the authority must print all the details required and date-stamp the 

Certificate of Origin in the space provided by imprinting thereon the special stamp 

issued for this purpose and has been circulated to the Customs Administrations in all 

State Parties except where the Certificate of Origin is being validated electronically.  

Box 15 

The Customs Officer at the port of clearance or exit must insert the export document 

number, date and office of clearance as provided.  

General 

Box 4  
Insert particulars of transport details for the vehicle, train, ship, aircraft or other vessel 
used in removing Goods from the last port in the exporting State Party.  

Box 5  
Enter identifying marks and numbers on the packages against each Good being 
exported. 

If the packages are not marked, state “No Marks and Numbers” or “As Addressed”.  

For Goods in bulk that are not packed, insert “In Bulk”. 
 

(any entered particulars are incorrect and not in accordance with the 
provisions of this Annex;  

it contains any erasures or words written over one another;  

altered, unless any alterations are made by deleting the incorrect 
particulars, by adding any necessary corrections and such alterations are 
initialled by the person who completed the certificate and endorsed by the 
officer who signs the certificate. 

i.

ii.

iii.

Where applicable quote the Designated Competent Authority’s file registration / 
reference number at the top of the Certificate of Origin. 

Draw a horizontal line under the only or final item in Boxes 5 – 12 and rule through 
the unused space with a Z-shaped line or otherwise cross it through. 

Where the space provided is inadequate please attach an additional page to 
provide the required details.  
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CHAPTER 4- ADMINISTRATIVE, ENFORCEMENT 
AND INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENT 

The effective implementation of the AfCFTA Rules of Origin by the States Parties 
requires that the issuing of Certificates of Origin and the verification of these 
Certificates be recognized as two distinct functions.

These functions should be carried out in the State Parties by designated competent 
authority/ authorities.

The claim of AfCFTA originating status for any goods can be considered as beginning 
with the production of the goods, either from materials that are wholly produced from 
within the Member States or wholly or partially from materials obtained from 
non-State Parties. 

The verification that are implemented under the AfCFTA must, therefore extend from 
the very early stage of the importation of inputs going into production in States 
Parties, through the production process(es) carried out and the actual exportation 
and importation of the finished goods.

The efficiency and effectiveness of the national system responsible for the 
administration of the AfCFTA Rules of Origin is important, hence the following 
organizational and core competencies may be recommended:

a) Designated Competent Authority

b) Customs

4.1.   Designated Competent Authority 
The designated competent authority is responsible of issuing of the certificate of 
origin in State Parties.

It is desirable, for the effective implementation of the AfCFTA Rules of Origin in State 
Parties, that the designated competent authority be organized in such a way that 
there is the Head Office as well as regional or local offices responsible for the 
administration of the Rules of Origin.

4.1.1.1  Head Office and its functions

The Head Office of the designated competent authority/authorities assumes overall 
responsibility for all AfCFTA matters, in particular the proper implementation of the 
Rules of Origin in a State Party.

The size of the unit in Head Office will vary from one State Party to another, depending 
on national requirements and the degree of centralization.

The functions of the Head Office include:

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.



Implementation of national laws, regulations and administrative 
guidelines related to the AfCFTA Rules of Origin in accordance with 
the decision of AfCFTA Council of Ministers on Rules of Origin.

Head Office personnel should actively participate in AfCFTA 
meetings, especially, meetings of the Sub-Committee on Rules of 
Origin. This ensures that national positions and requirements are 
taken into account.

Handling appeals, where necessary, against decisions taken by 
regional or local officials and any difficult cases regarding the 
Annex 2 of AfCFTA Protocol on Trade in Goods.

Registration of exporters and issuing origin rulings, where 
applicable.

Maintaining the national database of all approved exporters.

Sending to other State Parties through the AfCFTA Secretariat, the 
names and signatures of the officials authorized to sign the AfCFTA 
Certificates of Origin including the details of the official Origin 
Verification stamps (used in certification) on behalf of the 
designated competent authority. Ensuring that the details of 
stamps and signatures of authorized signatories are maintained up 
to date. Any changes made should also be notified accordingly.

Conducting origin verification as requested by importing State 
Parties.

Communication with designated authorities in other Member 
States and the Secretariat on matters relating to the AfCFTA 
Protocol on Trade in Goods especially on Rules of Origin.

Coordinating and conducting national stakeholder capacity 
building programs on the AfCFTA rules of origin.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

4.1.2    Designated Regional / Local offices and their functions
To facilitate the issuance and verification of certificates of origin, the designated 
competent authority/ authorities should establish offices in the main regions and 
towns within the State Parties. This will ensure that exporters wishing to register with 
the designated competent authority/authorities or those seeking authentication and 
verification of the Certificates of Origin do not have to travel long distances for the 
service. This will assist in reducing compliance cost of doing business in AfCFTA State 
Parties.

The functions of the Regional/Local offices include:

190.

191.
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Maintaining regional data bases of exporters and approved 
exporters;

Conducting inspections and verification exercises of applicants 
and submitting recommendations to the Head Office;

Handling regional enquiries;

Carrying out assignments as directed by Head Office;

Giving guidance and advice to stakeholders.

Conducting investigations following origin verification requests 
from other State Parties. The results of such investigations should be 
forwarded to Head Office for onward transmission to the requesting 
State Party.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

4.1.3.     Core Competences of the Designated Competent Authority
The issuance and verification of the AfCFTA Certificates of Origin by designated 
competent authority’s demand that their officials are competent to implement all the 
provisions of Annex 2 of the AfCFTA Protocol on Trade in Goods with special emphasis 
on Rules of Origin.

For purposes of determining the origin of goods according to Annex 2 of the AfCFTA 
Protocol on Trade in Goods, designated competent authorities should be competent 
in the use of the HS and the WTO Agreement on Customs Valuation. Officials of such 
designated authorities should therefore have the requisite expertise.

4.1.4. Co-operation with other agencies
The designated competent authority shall co-operate with stakeholders that may 
render assistance in the implementation of the AfCFTA Protocol on Trade in Goods 
and its Annex 2 on Rules of Origin in particular. 

4.1.5.  Mutual Administrative Assistance and Customs Co-operation
Designated competent authorities in State Parties are expected to regularly 
exchange information on fraudulent or improper claims of AfCFTA origin status by 
traders. Such information, which may be detected by any Customs Administration, 
should be circulated on a confidential basis and compliance with national laws 
through the AfCFTA Secretariat for the information of the other AfCFTA State Partie 
Administrations.

Where the Designated competent authority responsible for certifying AfCFTA 
Certificates of Origin is an agency other than the Customs Authorities, an effective 

192.

193.

194.

195.

196.



collaborative relationship between the two bodies should be developed for the 
effective performance of the certification and verification function.

The Designated competent authority shall also co-operate with other agencies which 
can provide information and assist it to effectively carry out its mandate.

4.2.   Customs Authorities 
Customs Authorities are responsible for verification of the AfCFTA proof of origin. 

4.2.1   Reason for Verification

4.2.2  Procedure for Verification Request 
Where the Customs authorities of the importing State Party desire to verify the 
correctness of the evidence furnished to them by the importer, they may request the 
submission of further supporting evidence from the importer in that State Party.

When requesting for further supporting evidence from the exporting State Party, the 
Customs authorities of the importing State Party will write a letter to the Customs 
authority in the exporting State Party and attach the AfCFTA Protocol on Trade in 
Goods Verification of Origin Questionnaire. 

Any documents and information obtained suggesting that the information given in 
the Certificate of Origin, origin declaration and supplier’s or producer’s declaration is 
incorrect will be attached to the letter and forwarded to the designated competent 
authority of the exporting State Party in support of the request for verification.

Requests for verification will be sent to the designated competent authority of the 
exporting State Party following national legislation of the importing State Party as 
regards verification of Rules of Origin without any contradiction with Annex 2.  A copy 
of the “query” form should at the same time be given to the importer. 

Where additional information will be required, the Customs authority shall clearly 
specify the nature of the additional information required to resolve the query.

4.2.3   Procedure for the importer if the verification process is delayed

Where the Customs authority in an importing State Party declines to accord 
preferential treatment on goods claiming origin status in a State Party without 
activating a verification procedure  , the importer of the goods may approach a 
designated authority, or lead agency within government that co-ordinates AfCFTA 
matters for intervention. At the same time the importer shall advise the AfCFTA 
Secretariat of the complaint.

The importer shall provide full details of the complaint including:

197.

198.

199.

200.

201.

202.

203.

204.

205.
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The importer shall also indicate the reason given for refusal to release the goods 
under preferential treatment on goods claiming origin status in a State Party.

4.2.4 Action by designated competent authority upon receipt of 
verification request
i.   Where no additional information is requested;
Upon receipt of the letter requesting Verification of Origin, the designated competent 
authority in the exporting State Party shall carry out investigations and communicate 
its findings to the Customs authority of the importing State Party within six months of 
receipt of the request. 

Where the importing State Party has not received response from the exporting State 
Party within six months, or if the reply does not contain sufficient information to 
determine the authenticity of the document in question or the real origin of the 
products the importing State Party may deny preferential treatment to the goods. The 
Customs authority or the Designated Competent Authority shall complete Part B, 
“RESULTS OF VERIFICATION”, at the back of the AfCFTA Certificate of Origin and fill in the 
appropriate Box as to the originating status of the goods under consideration, stamp, 
sign and return the form.

For verification notifications related to origin declaration and producers or suppliers 
declaration, Customs Authority or the Designated Competent Authority may provide 
results of verification through formal letter.

ii.    Where additional information is requested
Where additional information is required, the Customs Authority or the Designated 
Competent Authority should clearly specify the nature of the additional information 
required to resolve the query. Requests for additional information should be made 
through formal letter.

4.2.5   Procedure where doubts on the originating status of goods persists 
Normally, the raising of a query by the Customs authority of the importing State Party 
and the provision of a response by the Customs authority of the exporting State Party 

206.

207.

208.

209.

210.

211.

The nature of goods;

The number and kind of packages;

The value;

The country of origin and country of exportation;

The name and address of exporter; 

The transport details

The proof of origin; and 

The declaration of importation and the declaration of exportation if available 

i.
ii.

iii.
iv.

v.

vi.

vii.

viii.



verifying the evidence of origin should dispose of the query. This will either be by 
confirming or rejecting the claim of originating status in the exporting State Party. 
However, where doubts persist the following may be undertaken:

4.2.5.1   Joint on-the-spot verification and subsequent enquiries
Where despite the response to a query by an exporting State Party affirming the 
original claim of AfCFTA origin, doubts persist in the minds of the Customs Authorities 
in the importing State Party about the validity of the claim, prompt steps should be 
taken to resolve the matter. At the initiative of either the importing or the exporting 
State Party, arrangements should be made with the minimum of delay for 
representatives from both sides and the representatives of the AfCFTA Secretariat to 
meet in the State Party where production is carried out to examine together “on the 
spot,” evidence on which the claim of AfCFTA originating status is based.

The two parties should do the following, among others, before carrying out the joint 
verification:
Agree on the dates on which to carry out the joint verification.
The authorities of the importing country and the AfCFTA Secretariat should meet their 
own costs. The two parties may agree on special logistical courtesies bilaterally. 
The Designated Competent Authority should also ensure that the importing 
delegation has access to its records pertaining to the approved exporter who is to be 
verified.
Depending on the origin criterion that is applicable to the Goods under verification 
and the nature of the production process involved, the two Customs Authorities may 
agree to co-opt independent technical experts to assist in the verifications.

The two Authorities will share any costs incurred in co-opting the experts.

In addition, the two Customs Authorities may also agree to co-opt officials from the 
AfCFTA Secretariat for technical support during the verifications.

(A) Preparing for the visit to an Exporter’s premises
It is advisable for the Exporter to be informed of the intended visit. Mutual 
co-operation and consultation between the Customs Authorities /Designated 
Competent Authority and Exporter is important for successful verification to be 
carried out.
Before leaving for the visit, the investigating officials should:

212.

213.

214.

215.

216.

217.
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note any specific points requiring verification;
study the bills of entry and supporting documents carefully, noting any features 
that may require further enquiry;
Obtain the following information regarding the  Exporter:

i.
ii.

iii.
past history of exportation;
previous visit reports (if any) concerning the approved exporter;
information from other sources, e.g. Customs Verifications; and 
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any other relevant information.

(B) Report of visit
The investigating officials of the two Customs Authorities should jointly write a report 
after concluding the verification.

The report of visit may include the following items:

C) Results of the joint verification

218.

219..

date(s) of visit;
name and position in company of person(s) seen;
approved exporter’s function, e.g. distributor;
confirmation that the signature in Box 12 of the AfCFTA Certificate of Origin or 
on the invoice or other commercial document, in the case of an Origin 
Declaration, was made by an official or authorized representative of the 
company investigated, and that the signatory was in full possession of the 
facts and entitled to sign the AfCFTA Certificate of Origin or Origin Declaration;
principal State Parties to which the Goods are exported;
main types of Goods imported by the approved exporter, e.g. raw materials, 
finished Goods, etc.;
purposes for which the Goods are imported, e.g. own use, further 
manufacture, resale as imported;
details of procedures undertaken in auditing records and documents, 
whether held in computer or not;
details of any irregularities found in the course of the verification;
any specific action taken against the approved exporter; and
any other relevant information.

At the conclusion of the verifications, the officials from the two Customs 
Authorities/Designated Competent Authority involved in the verifications 
should discuss and agree on the outcome of the verification.

The Customs Authorities/Designated Competent Authority of the importing 
State Party should advise the AfCFTA Secretariat of the outcome of the 
verification.

The AfCFTA Secretariat should, in turn, notify the other State Party and the 
subcommittee on Rules of origin of the results.

Normally, such joint-on-the-spot verifications should help in resolving the 
origin query. However, where the two Customs Authorities fail to agree, State 
Parties should follow dispute settlement procedures covered in paragraph 
3.6 below



4.3.   Penalties (Article 37 of Annex 2 on Rules of Origin)
State Parties shall, through national legislation, provide for penalties, where any 
person draws up, or causes to be drawn up, or uses, a document which contains 
information which the person knows to be false for the purpose of obtaining a 
preferential treatment for products.
 
4.4. Dispute settlement procedure (Article 40 of Annex 2 on Rules of origin )
Any dispute between State Parties arising out of or relating to the interpretation of any 
provision of Annex 2 on Rules of Origin and its Guidelines shall be settled in 
accordance with the AfCFTA Protocol on Rules and Procedures on the Dispute 
Settlement.  

4.5   Role of the AfCFTA Secretariat
The AfCFTA Secretariat provides technical support and advice regarding the 
interpretation of AfCFTA Protocol on Trade in Goods and the AfCFTA Rules of Origin.

State Parties are obliged to submit lists of their authorized signatories as well as date 
stamp impressions for certification of origin to the Secretariat. Once received from a 
State Party these will be circulated to other State Parties for use in confirming validity 
of AfCFTA Certificates of Origin accompanying goods     into the importing State Party.

The Secretariat should be kept aware of the instances of the queries and subsequent 
results of verification initiatives among State Parties. This will be through the provision 
of copies of all query forms, investigation reports and final results thereof that are 
exchanged by the Customs authorities in the State Parties. This information will be 
circulated to other State Parties by the Secretariat.
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